
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
     

 

 

 

About Inclusive Schools Week 

Inclusive Schools Week is an annual event sponsored by the Inclusive Schools Network (ISN) and Stetson & 
Associates, Inc., which is held each year during the first week in December. Since its inception in 2001, 
Inclusive Schools Week has celebrated the progress that schools have made in providing a supportive and 
quality education to an increasingly diverse student population, including students who are marginalized 

due to disability, gender, socio-economic status, cultural heritage, language preference and other factors. 
The Week also provides an important opportunity for educators, students and parents to discuss what else 

needs to be done in order to ensure that their schools continue to improve their ability to successfully 
educate all children. 

How to Celebrate 

You care about the dignity of all children—those with disabilities and those from diverse backgrounds—and 
you know that your school and community can do a better job of meeting their needs through the use of 

inclusive educational practices. We encourage you to take the lead in coordinating Inclusive Schools Week 
in your school, school district, or community. Thousands of individuals—teachers, family members, and 
schools administrators—local, state, and national organizations and advocacy groups, and entire school 
districts have enthusiastically stepped up to this task—and have found this experience to be extremely 

rewarding in terms of its impact on children and youth. 

Here are some of the free Inclusive Schools Network materials that schools and communities used in 
planning past Celebrations and that you can use to promote awareness about the importance of inclusive 

education year-round in your own school and community: 

http://inclusiveschools.org/isw-featured-activities/ 

http://inclusiveschools.org/inclusive-schools-week 
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National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

 

On December 7, 1941, Japanese planes attacked the United States Naval Base at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii Territory, killing more than 2,300 Americans. The U.S.S. Arizona was 
completely destroyed and the U.S.S. Oklahoma capsized.  A total of twelve ships sank or 
were beached in the attack and nine additional vessels were damaged. More than 160 
aircraft were destroyed and more than 150 others damaged. 
 

Teacher’s Guide 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/attack-pearl-harbor-teachers-guide 

Back In Time 
(Younger Stuents) 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/wwii/jb_wwii_pearlhar_1.html 
Remembering Pearl Harbor 

http://www.defense.gov/home/features/pearl_harbor/ 
Air Raid on Pearl Harbor 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/today/dec07.html 
 

The Date That Lives in Infamy: 
 Pearl Harbor Lesson Plans 

http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/teach/pearl/opening.htm 
 

The Road to Perarl Harbor 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/curriculum-unit/road-pearl-harbor-united-states-and-east-asia-1915-

1941#sect-thelessons 
 

Lesson Planet 
http://www.lessonplanet.com/search?keywords=pearl+harbor&type_ids%5B%5D=357917&gclid=CK3C0I

yLgbsCFW5o7Aod-SIAcg 
 

Interactive Map 
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/interactive/pearl-harbor/?ar_a=1 

 
Franklin D. Rossevelt’s Pearl Harbor Speech 

http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/teach/pearl/infamy/infamy6.htm 
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Common Core Corner 
NEW JERSEY EDUCATOR RESOURCE EXCHANGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
    http://njcore.org/resources 

 
 
This site was developed to facilitate the sharing of resources among educators in classrooms 
throughout the state of New Jersey. Educators from around the state can contribute, download, 
rate, collect, and share educational resources aligned to standards. The power of this site is 
teachers exchanging ideas with other teachers. 
 
The New Jersey Department of Education has made available the Educator Resource Exchange 
in collaboration with CCSSO to meet the needs of educators and community members who want 
to locate standards-aligned resources as New Jersey transitions to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) and continues our work with the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 
Standards (NJCCCS). This site is by educators and for educators. Contribute your learning 
resources, access existing resources, and collaborate with other NJ educators. Thank you for the 
work you do to ensure every NJ student has a chance to reach her/his potential.  
 
Educators should expect to find and contribute, lesson plans, classroom activities, assessment 
items, videos and professional development resources. These resources are developed by you, 
the educator, or found on existing sites. 
 
As a registered user of this site you can search for something to use tomorrow or build a unit or 
yearlong plan by creating a collection of saved resources. After use in the classroom, you can 
share your experience and suggestions by rating and commenting on the resource. You can view 
the rating and comments to better inform your own implementation. You can stay updated 
about recently uploaded content by signing up for a personalized resource feed and when you 
find things worth sharing, you can send to a colleague by simply clicking on the “share” button. 
 
We invite you to register and take advantage the wealth of knowledge, expertise, and 
curriculum development work of fellow educators across the state of New Jersey. Become an 
active member of this community today by contributing resources you have developed to allow 
others to benefit from your contributions as we hope you will benefit from theirs. The power of 
this site is entirely dependent upon an active and engaged user community. 

 

http://njcore.org/resources


 

 
 

First Day of Winter 
Today, we know that the Winter Solstice is an easily explained astronomical event. 
Earth, scientists tell us, is tilted slightly on its axis. As it revolves around the sun, that tilt 
angles Earth's Northern Hemisphere toward the sun for part of the orbit and away from 
the sun for another part of the orbit. When the tilt is toward the sun, the days are long 
and the Northern Hemisphere experiences summer. When the tilt is away from the sun, 
the days are short and we experience winter. When the sun reaches the southern-most 
point in relation to Earth, the shortest day of the year -- the Winter Solstice -- occurs. 

 

What is a solstice? 
http://scijinks.nasa.gov/solstice 

 
Why Are There Seasons? 

http://scijinks.nasa.gov/earths-seasons 
 

It's Winter in the Northern Hemisphere! 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/winter-

northern-hemisphere-20377.html 
 

eThemes 
http://ethemes.missouri.edu/themes/192 

 
Winter Resource/Teachervision 

https://www.teachervision.com/winter/teacher-resources/6677.html 
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PROJECT BASED LEARNING  

 

 
 

Teach21 Project Based Learning 
West Virginia Department of Education 

 
Dozens of project-based learning lesson plans that can be sorted by subject, 

topic or grade level. It’s a wonderful collection of plans for those who are 
just dipping their toes into PBL - people looking for specific examples of 

how a particular project was mapped out by another classroom. 
 

http://wveis.k12.wv.us/teach21/public/project/Mainmenu.cfm 
 

 

iPad as the Teacher's Pet 
 

 
 

Technology does not = Classroom Management. 

 Contrary to some beliefs, technology is not a magic wand that can suddenly manage 
your classroom for you. Just as you had to make sure kids weren't writing lewd words in 
books or on desks, and set expectations / build a classroom community to prevent such 
things, the same goes for tech. First, make sure you have clear signals for when to stop 
iPad use and start listening to a speaker. I say, "Screens dark, Hands in laps". Simple, 
clear, straightforward. Doug Lemov  tells us the importance of being concise and clear 
with your instructions of "What to Do." This is a great example. Let them know that they 
must have their screens off  (iPads asleep) and their hands in their laps (no one touching 
the screen or buttons). Just as you need to make these clear directions during a science 
lab or math lesson full of fun, distracting manipulatives, so must you with iPads. 
 
 

http://wveis.k12.wv.us/teach21/public/project/Mainmenu.cfm


Student Genius Bar 

 How do you teach kids new apps? How do you decide to buy new apps? How do you 
figure out how to use new apps in your classroom? Answer: Kids, kids, and kids. Pick one 
student per table, cluster or group to be an "App Tester." Then, when you see a new 
app that peaks your interest, buy just one copy. Have your app group try it out as an 
anchor activity throughout the week - each taking turns playing with it. Then have them 
fill out a review form. Apps with high enough reviews (determined by you), can be 
purchased for all iPads. (through the Volume Purchase Program). After you've 
purchased them, you now have a student trainer for each table/group/cluster to 
support and teach their colleagues how to use the app. 
 
 

App Choice 
 

 
Quizlet 

 

The official Quizlet app is here! It's a free, fun, and beautifully simple way to study on 
your iPhone and iPad. 
 
Seamless syncing means all your Quizlet study sets are ready to use. Or search Quizlet's 
database of over 21 million flash card sets to find content already created. 

 

 
 

Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow. 
Anthony J. D'Angelo  

 
Don't limit a child to your own learning, for he was born in another time. 

Rabindranath Tagore  
 

 
 



Web 2.0 Exploration 
 

  http://looseleaves.me/ 
 

Want a quick multimedia project with no hassles? Try Loose Leaves. This site does not 
require any signup at all so it's perfect for classroom projects. The concept is simple; add 

text and images to a page…done!  You are given two URL's, one for viewing the page 
and one for editing. In the classroom, make sure your record both of these URL's for 

every student because if they are lost, they're lost forever. –  
 

• Have something to say, but don't have a blog. 
• Want to post without limits! Just make a leaf and tweet the link! 

• Want to comment on a forum or blog site with pictures, colors, and no length 
limitations - just make a leaf and paste the leaf URL in the forum 

• Anytime you want a convenient - no hassle - place to write and publish your 
thoughts. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
http://www.smarttutor.com/free-resources/ 

 
Parents can use these resources to encourage and motivate children to continue learning and have fun 
while doing so! The characters, activities and colorful images engage children and get them excited to 
learn! And don’t forget to share with other parents or educators that can benefit from all these great free 
educational resources! 
 
 
 
 

 
Pinterest Freebies for Teachers 

https://www.pinterest.com/reallyrachel/freebies-for-teachers/ 

http://looseleaves.me/
https://www.pinterest.com/reallyrachel/freebies-for-teachers/


 
Teacher Freebies 

http://www.teacherfreebies.com/ 

TECHNOLOGY HUMOR 
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